
We hope you’re safe and well. 

When we were writing our last 
newsletter at the beginning of the 
year, the world was a different place 
where were free to come and go 
as we pleased! A lot has changed 
since then, hasn’t it? It’s been a 
challenging time for everyone, with 
people having to sacrifice normal life 
in the lockdown to keep as safe as 
possible. But we are used to dealing 
with adversity at Stockdales because 
of what we do and who we support. 
And the safety of our service users 
and staff has been our main priority 
as usual.

As you might imagine, our 
preparation for Covid-19 started 
weeks before the official lockdown 
began. It was vital for us to protect 

everyone. Many people we support 
in our residential houses have high 
health needs, making them especially 
vulnerable in a situation like this. So 
it was important to make sure they 
were shielded early on. We stocked 
up on PPE equipment and essential 
food supplies in preparation for what 
lay ahead. And our wonderful team 
have navigated through this testing 
time superbly. We couldn’t have 
done this without them. You can read 
more about Lockdown Life in our 
residential houses on p6.

You might know that we also run 
services that make a difference 
to children and adults who live in 
our local community. Like a lot of 
other invaluable services all over 
the country, we had to temporarily 
close these. It was a heart-breaking 

and necessary decision, but one that 
doesn’t fit with what Stockdales 
is normally about: community and 
reducing isolation! We got our 
thinking caps on about how we could 
best support people from a distance. 
Read all about this on p7.

People have been unbelievably kind 
too – as you’ll read on p2. They 
have sent their good wishes to us, 
done essential shopping trips, given 
donations of money and items and 
pledged to raise money through 
sponsored challenges. Knowing 
people care has helped keep us 
chipper, especially when the going 
has been tough. 

Thank you to everyone for being  
so lovely and kind. 
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Why not give the gift of normal family life! See page 4
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Very unusual times!



As you will know, the pandemic has been full of uncertainty. But one thing we can be certain 
of at Stockdales is people’s kindness. From donations of money, time and items, they have 
gone all out to show their support. And we can’t thank them enough. Here are just some of 
the ways people have helped us during the lockdown.

Thanks for your lovely support

FUNDRAISINGNEWS

Perfect planters!

Taylor Wimpey in Warrington 
donated planters, compost 
and plants to brighten up  
our gardens. We enjoyed a 
lovely day outside planting 
these up!

Marvellous masks

Local resident Suzanne has been 
making pretty face masks for 
our staff to wear. Our team have 
to wear medical grade masks at 
work. But Suzanne’s masks have 
come in super handy away from 
work and a welcome break from 
the bland but vital clinical ones!

Delicious cakes

You can imagine our 
excitement when a huge 
haul of cupcakes arrived 
from Mobberlely Cakes 
again. Strict social distancing 
measures were put in place 
by our office manager, 
Justine, to stop anyone 
coming in whilst she divided 
up the cakes for everyone in 
our residential houses. But 
we think she just wanted first 
pick at the biggest!

What’s your 
favourite flavour?

Greene King in Trafford 
Park donated 50 boxes of 
crisps and Kuhene & Nagel 
kindly delivered them to our 
offices at Harboro Road. You 
wouldn’t believe how much 
conversation and laughter 
could be had from discussing 
‘your favourite flavour’. 
The bags were shared out 
between staff, residents  
and in the goody bags we 
delivered to people in  
the local community.

Super sandwiches

The Big Care Home Lunch Box 
has been raising money and 
delivering Subway Sandwiches 
to Care Home Heroes. We were 
lucky enough to get on the list! 
Our team is working so hard and 
they definitely deserve a tasty 
lunch break.

“We can’t 
thank them 
enough!”
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Supporters Wythenshawe Town 
Football Club might not have been 
able to score any goals during the 
lockdown. But they have helped 
us with some of ours! Their kind 
donation of Easter Eggs went down 
a treat in our residential houses. Plus, 
their food hampers proved invaluable 
in our goody bags for people in the 
community.

Local author, Joanne Appleby, 
generously donated 120 copies of her 
delightful children’s book, Bobby the 
Allotment Robin, which we used in the 
Play Parcels delivered to the kids who 
normally come to our Stockies Juniors 
club.

Hampers and Easter eggs

Joanne’s book
is a real tweet!

So, what do you do when you have 
to cancel an important fundraising 
event? Find other ways to raise the 
money! And that’s exactly what 
we did. Our supporters have been 
fabulous and between them raised 
over £5,000 through donations and 
sponsored challenges. This is just 
amazing and just goes to show how 
generous people can be when the 
chips are down.

Special thanks goes to Paul Mills of 
Millcroft Wealth Management, who 

ran a solo marathon across private 
land on 14th June and raised £3750. 
Chris Eaton of Chartis PC too – he 
walked a staggering 400 km over 30 
days in June. At the time of going 
to press, Chris was still asking for 
donations so we’ll let you know how 
he did next time. Both are excellent 
efforts and have made a massive 
contribution to our funds.

Big thanks and love to everyone  
who supported us in this especially 
tough year.

It was with a heavy heart that we had to cancel our Golf Day this year. What a massive blow 
for us and our teams who loyally join us every time, usually in glorious sunshine. The event is a 
big deal for Stockdales because it helps us raise up to 10% of our voluntary income.  
It’s not all doom and gloom though. Huge thanks to our sponsor E- Foods Ltd. This was 
supposed to be their last of many years’ of sponsorship, but they have kindly agreed to roll 
this over to next year. 

Golf  Day supporters come to the rescue

FUNDRAISINGNEWS

Martin does it 
again!
Supporter and owner of 
irishmusic.co.uk, Martin 
Butterworth, got busy 
helping Stockdales by selling 
CDs again to raise money. 
And what a brilliant result he 
had when he raised £2,000 
for us. This is amazing! Well 
done and thanks to Martin 
for his continued support. 
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Did you know online searches for 
how to make a will have increased 
massively during the lockdown 
period? Whilst they might not be 
ill, the situation means people will 
be thinking more about their own 
mortality on some level. And if  
they haven’t already, they will want 
to have provisions in place for their 
friends, family and their much  
loved causes. 

The Remember a Charity Survey 
reported that 68% of adults still 
haven’t made a will in the UK.  
Many believe their families will 
sort it out between them or it 
will automatically go to who they 
want it to. Intestacy laws can mean 
this doesn’t always happen. It’s 
something to think about. 

If you have wishes, then it’s best to 
have them documented in a will. And 
these days, it’s a simple process that 
can be done with a solicitor or online.

Trustee and parent, Robin Proctor, 
told us he’s included Stockdales 
in his will and we are delighted to 
have his support. Thank you Robin. 
Here’s why leaving a gift to us was so 
important to him:

“Stockdales supports broad family 
networks as much as individuals. 
They care for loved ones whose 
complex needs can often be all 
consuming for a family. Josh and 
our family have flourished through 
Stockdales support. But how can 
anyone say thank you for the gift of 
‘normal’ family life?  

“It weighed heavy on my mind until 
I found, by chance, the simple act 

of leaving a legacy in my will. This 
will help other families to experience 
’normal’ family life in years to come. 
Rarely does such a simple action 
leave you feeling so satisfied.”

There’s no denying the pandemic has impacted everybody, hasn’t it? It’s got in the way of 
everyday life, that’s for sure. But for many people, it’s got them thinking about the future and 
the meaning of life. What can they do to make a difference? Not just today, but tomorrow and 
in the future too. Is this something you have thought about?

You can give the gift of   
‘normal’ family life

If you’d like to talk about 

including Stockdales in 

your will, please contact  

Natalie James-Crumlish 

on 07980 967293 or 

email natalie.james@

stockdales.org.uk

4



FUNDRAISINGNEWS

We love nothing better than 
getting out our lovely tea sets and 
welcoming everyone at our Tea 
Party at Harboro Rd. So you can 
imagine how disappointed we were 
to cancel it this year. It’s such a 
great opportunity to bring everyone 
together and enjoy a fantastic 
afternoon. We really missed doing it. 

What’s the next best thing? A 
Summer Tea Party at Home! We 
encouraged people to hold their 
own event on Sunday 14th June from 
the comfort and safety of their own 
homes and gardens instead. And we 
especially loved the photos people 
sent to us too. Everyone made such 
an effort and looked like they had 
an excellent time. How can you not 
when tea and cake are around!

To raise money, we asked people to 
kindly donate what they would have 
spent on afternoon tea in a café or at 
our Tea Party. And what a generous 
bunch they were! We raised an 
amazing £1,247.50. Huge thanks to 
everyone for their support

Summer Tea Party at home

The 2.6 Challenge was launched by 
Just Giving to help raise lost income 
for charities during the pandemic. 
Participants were asked to think 
of  activities that included 2.6 or 
26 (a nod to the cancelled London 
Marathon). Staff  member, Molly Taylor, 
rose to the challenge by doing a 2.6 
minute dance with her family every 

day for 2 weeks. This genius idea led 
to Molly raising a magnificent £475 for 
Stockdales. What a fabulous result!

Youngster Naomi from Sale also got 
involved. She rode her bike for 26 
minutes and raised £26 for us.  
Thanks so much to Molly and Naomi 
for their support!

You’ll be pleased to know we’ve 
finally started the building work on 
our 5th residential property! It’s been 
a long journey to this point since 
buying it at the end of 2017. It’s not 
been without its twists and turns 
either. Good things come to those 
who wait though, don’t they? We’ve 
been patient and determined and it’s 
definitely paid off. 

Construction company Rosslee are 
doing the building side of things for 
us. Big thanks to Pozzoni Architects, 
not only for their advice and 
guidance on the project, but also for 
making Stockdales their charity of 
the year.

We’re looking forward to keeping 
you up to date with our progress!

The 2.6 challenge

Stop press: new house update!
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Anyone who’s had a birthday over 
the last few months might not have 
been able to celebrate in their usual 
way. With most places closed, people 
have had to mark their special 
occasions in other ways. And it’s 
been no different at Stockdales. 
Jordan, Anna and Claire have all had 
birthdays and celebrated in style. In 
fact, Jordan was lucky to have the 
Superheroes of Sale surprise him on 
his 30th birthday and singing from 

local resident Martin Davidson. What 
a treat for him!

Claire got together with her 
housemates and had fun times in the 
house and garden. They all looked 
like they had a ball with a day full of 
laughter. Anna enjoyed a quieter and 
lower key celebration at home. She’s 
not a big fan of fuss, so this was the 
perfect way for her to spend her 
special day.

Birthdays always matter!

STOCKDALESNEWS

We’ve switched over to online 
deliveries so we don’t have to 
go to the shops. Everything gets 
disinfected with antibac wipes when 
it arrives and then is given out to 
our 4 residential houses. Along with 
PPE equipment, we have put lots 
of other measures in place to make 
sure we stay safe! It’s been quite an 
operation.

You’ll be glad to know we’ve tried to 
keep as much normality as we can 
with what’s going on. Some days 
have been better than others, which 
is to be expected. To be in the same 
surroundings every day and maybe 
not fully understand why is bound 
to be challenging. It’s a good job 
our super team is creative and have 
come up with lots of interesting 
activities to keep people occupied!

People have enjoyed a good mix of 
things to do. They’ve made the most 
of the good weather we’ve had by 
spending time in the garden playing 
games, painting, getting involved 
with lively music sessions, gardening 
and keeping the plants watered 
along with eating tasty barbecues. 
Then there has been fun time on the 
big touch screen, egg racing down 
the big drive, baking and watching 
films. Wind down time has included 
yoga, pamper sessions and lovely, 
long Jacuzzi baths. 

Whilst people have made the most of 
their time at home, they are looking 
forward to getting out and about like 
normal when it’s safe to.

When we started shielding people back in early March, it meant a huge change for us and the 
people we support. They have stayed at home and haven’t ventured beyond their gardens 
since then. It’s also meant no visits from friends and family, which has naturally been tough all 
round. Thank goodness for technology though. Online meet-ups have been the way forward 
and helped everyone to stay in touch.

Lockdown life: Residential Services
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It was a devastating decision for us 
to temporarily close these much-
loved services. But it was necessary 
to keep everyone safe. So, we put a 
plan in place to best support people 
and their families at home whilst 
they were isolating. Our team have 
kept in touch by phone and online, 
listening to people’s stories and 
offering advice and support when it 
was needed.

Showing care is at the heart of what 
we do. We decided to put together 
and safely deliver Play Parcels for the 
kids and Goody Bags for the adults. 
Each bag was filled with lots of treats 
and activities for everyone to enjoy. 
Gifts for the kids included a selection 
of small toys and games with lots of 
things for them to do at home. We 
sent smellies, food and activity packs 
to the adults we support.  

These went down with everybody 
and their families. Plus, it was 
heart-warming to see people from 
a distance and say hello. Just what 
everyone needed.

We’ve been sending videos to keep 
people’s spirits up as well. You name 
it, we’ve done it. Dancing, story 
time and messages are just some 
of what we’ve sent to people. It has 
been a great way for people to keep 
connected with us and see  
familiar faces.

We’re missing 
everyone so much  
and can’t wait to get 
things up and  
running again.

Unfortunately, people with learning disabilities can sometimes experience isolation if they 
don’t have access to the right activities. Our Community Services are all about inclusivity and 
getting together. They help children and adults from the local area to be involved in lots of 
interesting activities throughout the week and at weekends. Not only do our sessions, clubs 
and days out help people to connect with others. They support them with skills development 
and learning, being active and getting out in the local community and beyond too.

Lockdown life: Community Services

STOCKDALESNEWS
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Do you have time to care?

We’d love 
to hear 
from you!

0161 973 2296
www.stockdales.org.uk
enquiries@stockdales.org.uk

StockdalesMcr
Registered office: 34 Harboro Rd, Sale, M33 5AH

A real character, William is a 
lively child with a big heart 
and gives the best hugs. 
Before the lockdown, we 
were supporting him at our 
Stockies Juniors kid’s club 
and through other activities 
both at Stockdales and in the 
community. 

William can be shy with people he 
doesn’t know at first, but there’s no 
stopping him once he gets past that. 
He’s a big fan of music, singing and 
dancing. Just try and get him off the 
karaoke when it’s out! Other interests 
include swimming, cleaning, yoga, 
pretending to be a hairdresser and 
camping in the living room! It’s an 
interesting mix for a 10-year old and it 
keeps him happy.

William faced several health challenges 
from being a baby and had to be 
fed by a tube into his tummy. As he 
didn’t handle food from an early age, 
it meant he hasn’t built a relationship 
with it. Whilst his favourite meal now 
is jacket potato and beans, he doesn’t 

eat unless he has to and misses out 
on treats through choice. William 
is getting to know food a bit more 
now though. We have supported him 
to handle and make food through 
baking. He enjoyed picking up the 
cookies he made and packing them 
up for the other children we support. 
And he has got used to touching 
snacks like crisps and likes feeding 
them to the staff!

Earlier in the year, we took William 
on a trip to Manchester to visit the 
Museum of Science and Industry, 
which he loved. Usually he would 
do this sort of thing with his family, 
so it’s helped him to become more 
independent. We kept in contact 
with Mum throughout the day, which 
reassured her too. We’re looking 
forward to doing more work with 
William and seeing his progress.

“ There’s no 
stopping 
him!”

William – what a character!

STOCKDALESPEOPLE
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Are you or someone you know 
looking for a new career? One where 
you can make a difference every 
single day? 

We are looking for caring people to 
join us as support workers. You will 
play an important part in people’s 
lives, helping them to live like 
everyone else. We guarantee no two 
days are the same. And you will most 
definitely increase your skills in this 
worthwhile role.  

You don’t need to have experience in 
care as you’ll receive lots of training. 
But you do need to be friendly, 
patient, empathic and willing to 
learn the ropes. These are essential 
ingredients to being an inspirational 
support worker.

Are you interested? Then call our 
recruitment team on 0161 973 2296 or 
email recruitment@stockdales.org.uk 
today!


